
Students Against 

Destructive Decisions 

Leadership Conference

November 16-18, 2012
Hilton North Raleigh/Midtown Hotel

Raleigh, North Carolina



FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16
3 - 6 p.m.         Registration  Capital Registration

 (Room Keys Issued to Chaperones Only) 
 Luggage Storage  Congressional Room

6:30 - 8:30 p.m.  Opening Session   Capital Salon DEFG

Welcome
Kaleigh Allen, West Johnston High School, Benson
Claire Pelletier, Southwest Onslow High School, Jacksonville
 
Recognition of Schools (School Shout Out) 
 
Introduction of Presenter
Thomas Hiatt, Albemarle High School, Albemarle
Stavonna Petty, Person High School, Roxboro 
 
Keynote Presentation: Make the Right Choice
Chad Hatley
Involvement with drugs and alcohol is destructive. You have free will. You 
make choices by which you either reap rewards or suffer consequences. 
You control your own fate.

Conference Protocol
Student Advisory Board

Meet the SAB

Closing Remarks
Harriett Southerland, SADD State Coordinator
Youth Advocacy and Involvement Office

 
8 - 9 p.m.   Pizza Time!

8:45 - 9 p.m.  Mandatory Chaperone Meeting   Boxwood

9 - 10:30 p.m.  Olympic Games   Salon DEFG

 Led by the Student Advisory Board, students and advisors learn to work  
 as a team to have more active and effective chapters.

10:30 - 11:15 p.m.  Schole (Leisure Time) Make New Friends!

11:30 p.m.                 Curfew - Room checks by chaperones



SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17
7:30 a.m.                 Akratisma (Breakfast)  Salon EFG

8 - 9 a.m.  Welcome
 Christine Henry, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
 James Tucker, Western Carolina University, Cullowhee
 
 Keynote Presentation: Leadership: The Power of 3
 Motivational Media Assemblies, Burbank, California
Each of our actions improves or reduces the amount of good in society. If we team up with 
others to push things in positive directions, we will see quicker results. Youth face some 
critical situations. The power of one voice, two actions, and teams of three could change 
problems and save lives.  We need leaders who see the POWER OF 3.

Workshops (Students:  See your conference folder for session assignments)

9:10 - 10:25 a.m.   Student Workshops Session 1    

9 - 10 a.m.  Advisor Workshop Session 1

10:35 - 11:50 a.m.  Student Workshops Session 2

11:50 a.m. - 12:50 p.m.  Deipnon (Lunch)
 “Keeping Everybody Safe”
 Joco Teen Drivers of West Johnston High School share how they  
 empower their peers to make good decisions behind the wheel.

1 - 2:15 p.m.  Student Workshops Session 3
   
1 - 2 p.m.  Advisor Workshop Session 2

2:25 - 2:40 p.m.  Student Workshops Session 4

2:40 - 6 p.m.  Schole (Leisure Time)

Student Workshops

Aphrodite Speaks     Salon C

Annette Carrington Johnson, Durham County Health Department, Durham
You make healthier choices when you’re fully informed. In this frank and open workshop, you 
will learn to separate fact from myth and learn assertive communication skills to say “no” to 
risky behavior that can lead to unplanned pregnancy or STD’s.

Soteria Speaks      Salon AB

Alexa Steverson, Carolinas Poison Center, Charlotte
In the last few years, prescription painkiller misuse and abuse has become more of a danger 
than underage alcohol or even street drug use. Learn how you can work in your schools and 
communities to fight this growing problem.



Hera Speaks     Boxwood

Mary Ann Riley, Addiction Recovery Professionals and Smoky Prevention, Asheville
In this “Safe Dates” role playing session, you will learn to recognize the red flags that signal 
an unhealthy or potentially abusive relationship and what you can do to keep yourself and 
your peers safe when dating.

Apollo Speaks     Dogwood

The Student Advisory Board
In this powerful connection-building workshop, you will learn to break through separation and 
isolation to create environments where learning and growth thrive.

Advisor Workshops

Dionysus Speaks     Judicial Room 
Aidil Ortiz Hill, Youth Empowered Resourdes (YES), Durham
Information on the Talk It Up. Lock It Up! and the Project Alcopop Sticker Shock programs 
will help strengthen your leadership skills by teaching you a hands-on approach to preventing 
underage drinking by influencing access to alcohol.

Athena Speaks     Judicial Room

Harriett Southerland, State Coordinator, Youth Advocacy and Involvement Office
Elizabeth Bonilla, West Johnston High School SADD and Joco Teen Drivers Advisor
Need help? This discussion of programming and challenges will help you lead stronger, more 
active chapters. You will also have the opportunity to share new skills with your fellow 
advisors.

6:30 - 8:30 p.m.   Banquet   Salon DEFG

 National Anthem 
 Zachary Leonard, West Johnston High School, Benson
 
 Welcome
 Christine Henry

 Candlelight Memorial Ceremony 
 
 Musical Tribute
 Stavonna Petty

 Invocation
 Kara Byrd, Enloe High School, Raleigh
 
 Introduction of the Secretary 
 Abigale Lowery, Person High School, Roxboro and Claire Pelletier
 



 Greetings and Remarks
 Moses Carey, Secretary, N.C. Department of Administration

 Dinner

 Introduction of Presenter
 Kaleigh Allen and Thomas Hiatt
 
 Keynote Presenter
 Algenon Cash
 Are you LOCKED IN?
You have the opportunity to demonstrate both positive and negative behaviors. Do you 
live a healthy life by making choices and decisions that produce positive outcomes? You 
will receive seeds of information to assist you in your decision-making process and your 
leadership of other youth.

 Tribute to Advisors
 Stavonna Petty and James Tucker
 
 Presentation of the 2012-2013 Advisor of the Year and Student of the  
 Year Awards
 Harriett Southerland
 SADD State Coordinator

 Closing Remarks
  Stephanie Nantz, Executive Director

9 - 11:30 p.m.       Toga Dance    Salon DEFG

12 Midnight            Room checks by chaperones

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18 

8 - 9 a.m.   Check Out
 Remove all belongings from rooms before any keys are turned in.
 Luggage Storage   Congressional Room
 
9 a.m. - 12 Noon  Akratisma (Breakfast) and Closing Ceremonies Salon DEFG

 
 Welcome and Pledge
 Claire Pelletier and Abigale Lowery
 
 Olympic Rings
 
 Conference Recap



 
 Awards and Recognitions
 
 30th Anniversary Conference in Pictures
 
 Remarks
 Harriett Southerland, SADD State Coordinator
 
 Adjournment

Thanks to all of you for making this conference a success.  
Remember to buckle-up and drive safely.

Your 2012-2013 Student Advisory Board

Kaleigh Allen, a senior in Johnston County, speaks in a fake British accent and 
wishes she was a Slytherin. Kara Byrd, a senior in Wake County, can throw a football 
farther than her older brother. Christine Henry, a college freshman in Orange 
County, is a left-handed Canadian who is allergic to everything. Thomas Hiatt, a 
senior in Stanley County, is the only male cheerleader in his county. Abigale Lowery, 
a junior in Person County, went to India and saw a monkey holding its baby. Stavonna 
Petty, a junior in Person County, is in a gospel group called “The Mighty Harmonaires.” 
Claire Pelletier, a junior from Onslow County, once caught a shark. James Tucker, 
a college freshman in Jackson County, plays Ultimate Frisbee and has lip-synced to 
Miley Cyrus.

About Our Speakers
Annette Carrington Johnson is Program Manager of the Communicable Disease 
and Maternal Child Health Program in the Durham County Health Department and 
an adjunct professor at N.C. Central University. She is a youth educator who views 
young people as positive assets in the community. She sponsors youth summits, youth 
conferences and other youth-lead events. She coordinates TEAS (Together Everyone 
Accomplishes Something), a pregnancy prevention program sponsored by the Durham 
County Health Department. Annette strongly believes that all youth should be fully 
informed in order to make healthy, safe decisions in their relationships. She has a 
Master of Science Degree in Health Promotion and Human Science.

Algenon Cash is the managing director of Wharton Gladden – a real estate 
investment banking firm. He launched the Power of One Fund to support local charities 
that provide services to victims of homelessness, substance abuse and domestic 
violence. He teaches leadership skills, business development, financial literacy, and a 
variety of principles that will lead you to success. Helping people develop to their full 
potential is important to Algenon. Among his many recognitions, Algenon was named by 
the Triad Business Journal one of the “40 Leaders Under Forty.” He is also a recipient 
of the National Developing Leaders Award. He is a regular guest on the Bill LuMaye 
Show, where he discusses topics such as economic issues and community activism. 
According to Algenon, “we live in a changing environment, so in order to be effective 
and successful, you must develop a personal philosophy that empowers you to have 
a vision and manage self.” Algenon has overcome many personal challenges, built a 
successful company, and inspired others to pursue their goals. He has developed a 
motivating philosophy with a strict focus on clarifying and putting into practice what 
we believe in, living life with a purpose, dreaming an audacious vision, and building 
powerful relationships.”



Aidil Ortiz Hill lives in Durham, N.C. She has a degree in Public Relations from 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and a Master’s Degree in Counseling 
from North Carolina Central University. In her community, she has chaired her 
neighborhood advocacy group, Uplift East Durham, for over four years.  They've 
successfully lobbied for measures that promote biking/pedestrianism, safety and 
home ownership.  Formerly a voting rights coordinator for ex-felons, she now does 
adolescent health policy work through a youth empowerment approach with an 
organization called Youth Empowered Solutions (YES!). Youth in her program have been 
nationally recognized through the Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids' Youth Advocate of 
the Year Award and by the OJJDP Enforcing Underage Drinking Laws program.

Samuel Chadwick Hatley, “Chad” grew up in Harnett County and lives in Angier, N.C. 
He graduated from Cape Fear Community College in Wilmington and the University of 
North Carolina at Wilmington. He majored in business marketing and works as a bulk 
merchandiser. He is married to his college sweetheart, Courtney, and they have a 
four-month-old son, Chance.

JoCo Teen Drivers is a peer-to-peer safety program for young drivers. Its goal is to 
raise awareness about the top driving dangers for teens and prevent crashes involving 
young drivers. The program empowers teens to spread the word among their peers 
about deadly driving risks and encourages them to make smart choices while behind 
the wheel and as passengers.

The National Alliance for Youth Development/Motivational Media 

Assemblies is the international leader in school assembly events. Started in 1985, 
MMA productions have been viewed by over 51 million students in the U.S., Canada, 
Australia and Taiwan. Featuring clips from today’s most popular movies, music videos 
and incredible sports footage, MMA shows deal with the themes of decision-making, 
conflict resolution, drug prevention, traffic safety and personal excellence. Follow up 
materials include discussion guides, integrated curricula and project action plans.

Mary Ann Riley lives in Asheville. She graduated from UNC Asheville with a degree 
in sociology. She is certified in a number of nationally recognized prevention programs 
and trains other facilitators throughout Western North Carlina. She works as a 
prevention trainer and facilitator at Addiction Recovery Professionals and Smoky 
Prevention. Mary Ann conducts trainings in media literacy and the prevention of 
alcohol, tobacco and other drug abuse, dating abuse and sexual assault. She also 
facilitates classes that teach parents the skills to promote the overall wellness of 
their children and family.

Alexa Steverson is the Poison Information and Education Coordinator at Carolinas 
Poison Center. Her primary responsibilities are to educate North Carolinians about 
poison prevention, the dangers of poisons, and to create awareness about the services 
the poison center provides. Alexa has worked as an educator for 10 years. She has a 
background in education, corporate communications, and broadcast media where she 
has been a producer for both television news and news talk radio. She has a Master’s 
Degree in English from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte. Alexa’s passion 
is to “train-the-trainer” by empowering other health educators with poison safety 
messages. 



We thank our SADD Conference co-sponsor

The Governor’s Highway Safety Program, 

N.C. Department of Transportation

For additional funding, we also thank
The Office of Prevention and Early Intervention, 

N.C. Department of Health and 
Human Services, Division of Mental Health, Developmental Disabilities,

Substance Abuse Services
N.C. Alcoholic Beverage Control Commission

Farm Bureau Insurance
WakeMed

We thank the following for donating their services

Durham County Health Department

We thank the following for their contributions to the conference

AT&T, Albemarle High School, Appalachian State University, Carolina Hurricanes, 
Carolinas Poison Center, Crime Stoppers of Onslow County, Domino’s Pizza, Duke 

University Stores, East Carolina University, Food Lion, Hilton North Raleigh/Midtown 
Hotel, North Carolina State University, Onslow County Sheriff’s Department, Peebles, 
Pepsi Bottling Ventures, St. Mary’s AME Church, Sgt. John Taylor, U.S. Army, Tractor 
Supply, University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, Western Carolina University, West 

Johnston High School Art Department, MGM Speakers Bureau, 

The State SADD Conference is a project of
The Youth Advocacy and Involvement Office

N.C. Department of Administration
Beverly Eaves Perdue, Governor

Moses Carey, Jr., Secretary
June W. Michaux, Deputy Secretary
Stephanie Nantz, Executive Director

Harriett Southerland, SADD State Coordinator

This online public document was produced in November 2012.

Choose to rise above


